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334 Collectanea. 
the demons." (Waddell's The Buddhism of Tibet, p. 300.) A 
trumpet of this kind is blown at the beginning of a mystery play. 
A Lama with a thigh-bone trumpet also walks before a corpse on 
its way to burial or cremation, holding the end of a white band 
secured to the corpse, and by the use of his trumpet attracts the 
soul and guides it in the right direction. 
Both the objects illustrated are placed upon temple altars. 
Cannibalism is stated by the Tibetans themselves to have been 
their ancient custom, and is alleged still to linger in very remote 
districts. The use of the implements described may be a vestige 
of the practice. 
A . R . W R I G H T . 
T H E S H W E - H M U , O R B U R M E S E T A X - G A T H E R E R . 
(Communicated through Mr.J. G. Frazer.) 
W H E N I was stationed at Banmauk in the Katha district of 
Upper Burma in 1900, I heard of the following custom, which 
was practised previous to the annexation of Upper Burma in 1886, 
and perhaps up to the time of the Wuntho expedition, which 
resulted in the annexation of the Wuntho state about 1893. The 
people who practised it are a race of mixed origin known as the 
Ganans or Ganan-kadus. They inhabit the valley in which the 
Mu rises (a tributary of the Irrawaddy), about twenty-five miles 
in length and perhaps eight in breadth, about midway between 
the Chindwin and the Irrawaddy rivers, between 24°and 25° lat. 
and 9S°-96° long. Their chief villages (marked on a large-scale 
map) are Hawyaw and Shwegyaung. Before the annexation these 
people were governed by their own Shwe-hmu (lit. gold (tad) payer), 
or head-man. They were subject to the king of Burma and an 
officer of his who lived some sixty miles (by road) to the south­
east, and interfered with Ganan little if at all. 
A Shwe-hmu's main official duty would be to collect the lump 
sum assessed on his district as taxation, and pay it in to the king's 
officer. He would act in a rough sort of way as judge or magis­
trate in his circle, and would practically settle all disputes and 
punish malefactors in an out-of-the-way place like Ganan. I am 
not clear whether there were two Shwe-hmus or only one. The 
Ganan-Kadus are said to be divided into the Ganan-mas and the 
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Ganan-pwas (I am not quite certain about these names), and 
Ganan-mas were not, I was told, allowed to take part in a Ganan-
pwa struggle, or vice-versa. Presumably, therefore, there must 
have been two Shwe-hmus. The account of the proceedings 
as given to me, was this. The office of Shwe-hmu depended 
on the possession of the pair of scales which was used for 
weighing the gold in which the tax was paid. With these 
went also the Shwe-hmu's saddle, spear, and the royal order 
of appointment for the original, or at any rate an early, Shwe-
hma; but the scales were the real thing. Any one who could 
get possession or them by fair means became Shwe-hmu for 
as long as he could keep them. A man would therefore call 
his friends together and go to the Shwe-hmu's house and attack 
him. The use of iron in the fight was prohibited, and, as I have 
mentioned above, Ganan-mas could not fight with Ganan-pwas, 
nor vice-versl. Bamboos were apparently the usual weapons. If 
the claimant beat the Shwe-hmu, and was able to carry off the 
scales by dint of fair fighting, he became Shwe-hmu, but he could 
not steal them or get them by fraud. If the claimant was defeated 
the Shwe-hmu fined him, the amount of the fine being, I think, 
three vin of silver (say £ 2 0 nowadays, but of course of greater 
value before the annexation). There was no limit in either 
direction to the time for which the Shwe-hmusbip must or might 
be held, and a man might be Shwe-hmu any number of different 
times. I have seen men who were Shwe-hmus at three or four 
different times, and six months or a year was a very fair tenure. 
One man I met was still a butt because, fifteen years before, 
perhaps, he had been Shwe-hmu for one day only 
I never heard of any superstitious beliefs attaching to any of 
the objects, and I do not know anything about the age of the 
custom or its origin. The origin of the Kadus themselves is 
obscure; they are supposed to be in part at any rate of Kachin 
origin, but their own story is that four generations ago they came 
up to Ganan from a large forest in the Shwebo or Monywa district 
on the west of the Chindwin. I only heard of this custom as I 
was leaving Ganan for the last time, as it turned out, as I was 
immediately transferred to another district. I had therefore no 
time to make any inquiries on the spot. 
D A V I D S H E A R M K , I. C. S., Burma. 
lath November, 1.903. 
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